The use of antibodies to intermediate filament proteins in the differential diagnosis of lymphoma versus metastatic carcinoma.
Forty-nine cases encompassing 16 different types of malignant lymphoma were examined for their intermediate filament protein (IFP) type by indirect immunofluorescence microscopy of cryostat sections. In all cases, vimentin was shown to be the only IFP type detectable in these tumours. Lymphomas are negative for keratin and desmin, which are characteristic for benign and malignant epithelial or muscular tissues respectively. In addition, eighteen cases are described in which antibodies to intermediate filament proteins were used successfully to distinguish between lymphoma and metastatic carcinoma where differential diagnosis was difficult or impossible on the basis of routine histology.